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In opening a purpose-built twin bay paint shop at Kaunas Airport in Lithuania at the beginning of 
2021, MAAS Aviation was making a bold statement. It was not only increasing its global capacity – 
the business can now handle up to 490 aircraft per year across its 11 paint shops – but it was also 
highlighting its expertise in working with other aviation industry leaders.

AkzoNobel supports MAAS Aviation 
in major sustainability drive

As its launch partner, it was delighted to 
be working with Europe’s largest airline 
group, Ryanair. And with both MAAS 

Aviation and Ryanair committed to finding 
the very latest and most sustainable coating 
solutions, it turned to the Boeing-approved 
innovation of AkzoNobel as its preferred 
coatings provider.

MAAS Aviation’s relationship with Ryanair goes 
back more than four decades to when the airline 
was founded. Fast-forward 40 years and it is now 
tasked with repainting all of Ryanair’s fleet of 
more than 450 Boeing aircraft. Within its new 
Kaunas facility, MAAS operates a 24/7 coating line 

with two aircraft in the hangar, nose to tail, at  
any one time. By operating around the clock, over 
the winter it can handle anything up to 50 aircraft 
for its Ryanair customer.

Richard Marston, Director, Customer Services 
at MAAS Aviation says that Ryanair is very 
particular about how its aircraft are presented to 
the public: “Ryanair is very proud of its fleet and 
wants them to stand-out at an airport. It has very 
high standards both in terms of gloss-retention 
and color stability, and in how the coatings 
perform so that they last for longer.

“But what we are all focused on today is 
sustainability, and thanks to our new state-

of-the-art facility, and the innovation in the 
AkzoNobel coatings, we are able to lead the  
way in our respect for the environment.”

The typical turnaround of a Ryanair aircraft  
is six days from being stripped to the final layer  
of paint being applied, including the wings.  
The stripped paint, and the cleaning fluid, are  
all collected in a sump and safely disposed of, 
which means none of it ever appears on the 
apron. The efficiency of the operation is directly 
supported by the coatings selected, which are 
quick drying and easy to apply.

In the case of Ryanair, its aircraft are being 
repainted with one of AkzoNobel’s OEM-approved 



systems for MRO: the fuselage, vertical tail plane 
(VTP) and nacelle are pre-treated with a chrome-
free adhesive system (Boegel II Solgel) before 
being primed with an Aerodur HS 2118 Chrome-
free Primer and finished with an Aerodur 3001 
Base Coat / Aerodur 3002 Clear Coat.

The wings and horizontal tail planes (HTPs) 
are also being re-painted following the Boeing 
Airplane Maintenance Manual (AMM) instructions 
with Boegel II Solgel followed by a Boeing-
approved wing primer (10P20-44 Epoxy Primer) 
and given a Boeing-approved wing topcoat, in  
this case Eclipse.

“It is very important to us and to Ryanair 

that we are constantly seeking new ways to be 
sustainable, and AkzoNobel’s systems, which 
include a number of chrome-free products,  
help us in this goal,” Richard continues.

“Their performance also means that we 
require less paint to achieve the same result 
(the Basecoat/Clearcoat system requires just a 
single coat as opposed to two or three), not only 
reducing the amount of material we use, but also 
reducing the overall weight of the aircraft. Both 
of these advantages – along with the proven 
durability of the coatings – contribute to a more 
sustainable future and makes the overall solution 
as lean as it can possibly be.”

Richard says that the support he receives 
from AkzoNobel is exceptional: “It is very much 
a partnership,” he explains. “AkzoNobel’s 
relationship with Boeing, and the proven quality  
of its Basecoat/Clearcoat system makes 
AkzoNobel the supplier of choice, and all of  
us work in collaboration to achieve the result  
we are all looking for.

“We can limit an aircraft’s time on the  
ground and deliver a quality finish in the  
fastest turnaround times possible.”

“AkzoNobel’s relationship 
with Boeing, and the  
proven quality of its 
Basecoat/Clearcoat system 
makes AkzoNobel the 
supplier of choice, and all  
of us work in collaboration 
to achieve the result we  
are all looking for.”
Richard Marston, 
MAAS Aviation
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